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1.
Blackening unglazed areas of pot.

To achieve a richer black on the unglazed areas of a finished pot simply rub black shoe polish onto the unglazed surface. Reheat the pot to 150 degrees F. Then dip a rag in gasoline and use it to nib off any shoe polish on the glazed areas of the pot. (Tip from Andy Smith)

2.
Fixing small surface cracks.

Small surface cracks, particularly those on the bottom of a piece can be "fixed" as long as the crack does not have glaze on it. After firing the pot, fill the crack with "JB Weld." When the "JB Weld" has dried, put a dab of "super glue" on it and quickly rub blackened newspaper ashes onto it. The surface should take up the carbon from the ashes and the crack should disappear.

3.
Uniform crackles.

To achieve deep black and uniform crackles in your crackle glaze, my most successful method has been to expose the hot surface of the pot to compressed air.

After removing a piece from the kiln, I set it onto an insulation brick (soft brick) that is on a banding wheel. Then I turn the pot while spraying compressed air onto the hot glazed surface. I can observe the crackle pattern develop before putting it into the post firing reduction chamber.

